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Q: What is the Park District planning to do at Buttonwood Park? 
A:  As part of its environmentally-based Park Meadow initiative, the Park District plans to replace some of the turf grass 
located in the stormwater detention area with native prairie plants, including flowering plants and low profile grasses, in 
the area shown on the map above.  
 
Q: Will the playground be affected? 
A:  No, the playground will stay in place and will not be changed by this project.  
 
Q: Was the area designed as a detention basin to hold stormwater?   
 
A: Yes. Buttonwood Park’s Plat of Survey, which can be viewed below, identifies the area as a utility and drainage 
easement.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.napervilleparks.org/docs/ButtonwoodParkPlat.pdf
https://www.napervilleparks.org/docs/ButtonwoodParkPlat.pdf


 
 
Q: Why does the Naperville Park District have retention and detention basins in its inventory of park land? 

A: Decades earlier, the Park District accepted stormwater retention and detention basins as public open space. Today, 
per its board policy, the Park District accepts only “high and dry land” for parks and recreation purposes. This is due to 
the fact that retention and detention basins are wet or flooded, per their purpose, throughout the year. This makes 
these areas difficult to use for planned recreation programming on a regular basis.  

Q: Will residents still be able to use the park for recreation? 

A: Yes. Although retention and detention basins have a primary job of holding stormwater during periods of heavy rain, 
once the basin dries up, the land is available for use by area residents. A small portion of the land will include prairie 
plantings to help filter the stormwater as it drains. Buttonwood Park plays an important part in the overall stormwater 
management system in the community. 

Q: How much of Buttonwood Park will become meadow? 
A: Less than 6% will become meadow, leaving more than 94% of Buttonwood Park’s 3.47 acres available for recreational 
use when the basin bottom is not wet. 
 
Q:  Why is the Park District planning this project now? 
A:  Stormwater is increasingly impacting Naperville as the city becomes more developed, with more hard surfaces such 
as parking lots, driveways and buildings. Stormwater that is allowed to flow fast and freely over these hard surfaces and 
turf grass carries sediment and pollutants to our ponds and rivers and increases the risk of flooding. Stormwater 
detention areas like the one at Buttonwood Park can play an important role in slowing down the stormwater. Native 
prairie plants are needed to absorb and filter the rainwater that collects at Buttonwood before it enters the storm drain.  
 
Buttonwood Park, which is part of the community’s whole system of stormwater management, affects other areas. For 
example, the pipe that collects rainwater at Buttonwood Park from surrounding properties leads to the pond at May 
Watts Park. The Park District just completed a major dredging project at the May Watts Pond to remove the sediment 
that has collected there from areas including Buttonwood Park.  
 
The Park District collaborates with the City of Naperville and both counties to add native plants and other best 
management practices (for example, permeable pavers and rain gardens) to manage our stormwater. Research has 
shown that native landscaping in the form of rain gardens, bioswales and prairies provide solutions to reduce runoff and 
clean stormwater. That’s why the Park District is creating park meadows in a number of parks in 2019 and future years. 
 
Q: If the Park District reduces the size of the park meadow planned at Buttonwood Park, won’t the benefits be lost? 
A: No, every bit of prairie helps. Even a smaller prairie will help absorb and clean the stormwater.  
 
Q: Will the meadow affect the property value of homes bordering the park? 
A:  According to several local residential developers, homes that overlook natural areas with native plants sell at a 
premium for $40,000-$50,000 more than homes that do not. They also stated that homes that back up to natural areas 
sell the fastest. 
 
Q: Will the meadow have tall, weedy grass?  
A:  No, the meadow will include low-profile grasses mixed with a colorful variety of flowering plants, similar to the park 
meadow project at Century Farms Park shown in the example below. The meadow will be mowed or burned each year 
to keep invasive weeds out. 
 
Q: How can the meadow benefit children? 
A:  Children enjoy exploring natural areas and can watch insects and butterflies pollinate the flowers and learn how the 
plants change through the seasons. Children who do not participate in sports and those with special needs may 
especially appreciate interacting with nature in the park. 



 
Q:  Will the meadow attract mice? 
A:  No, research has shown that mice do not prefer to eat native, perennial grasses (meadow) because of their high fiber 
content but prefer plants like clover and dandelions that grow in turf grass (Journal of Mammology, 2013). 
 
Q: Will the meadow attract mosquitoes? 
A: Mosquitoes tend to lay eggs in standing water. The ability of native plants is to absorb significant amounts of 
stormwater, which helps reduce the number of mosquitoes. Turf grass absorbs much less water and therefore allows 
standing water to stay on site for extended periods.  
 
Q: Will the meadow become a breeding ground for coyotes? 
A:  Coyotes in urban environments look for wooded areas or areas with tall shrubs; the meadow will remain an open 
area, unsuitable for a coyote den. 
 
Q: Will the meadow make allergies worse? 
A: The most common grass allergies are Bermuda grass and Kentucky bluegrass, which are planted in most suburban 
lawns.  
 
Q: Will the meadow spread across the entire park as it grows? 
A: No, the meadow will be continually managed and maintained, keeping it within its boundaries. 
 
Q: Where can we find information about the Park District’s Sustainable Parks Initiative? 
A:  A description of the Sustainable Parks initiative can be found on our website at 
https://www.napervilleparks.org/sustainableparks.  
 
Before and After Photos  
As an example, the Park District converted turf to meadow in a drainage swale at Century Farm Park: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Before” view of turf in swale           “After” view of meadow in swale 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.napervilleparks.org/sustainableparks


 
Park Meadow in progress at Willowgate Square 
 
Additional Resources 
Here is some additional information regarding the benefits of native plants: 

• Environmental Protection Agency – The importance of native plants: 
https://archive.epa.gov/greenacres/web/html/conf_knwldge.html 

• DuPage County Stormwater 
Ordinance: https://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Regulatory_Services/1420/ 

• Illinois Native Plant Guide - Native Plant Applications for Streams and Stormwater Facilities: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/il/plantsanimals/?cid=nrcs141p2_030724   

• Illinois Department of Natural Resources – Overview of the benefits and importance of native plants: 
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/demogarden.aspx 

https://archive.epa.gov/greenacres/web/html/conf_knwldge.html
https://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Regulatory_Services/1420/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/il/plantsanimals/?cid=nrcs141p2_030724
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/demogarden.aspx

