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About the Trails Master Plan 
 

 
The Naperville Park District approved the inaugural Trails Master Plan in December 2008 as a 
recommenda on of the former Open Space and Recrea on Master Plan approved that same year. The 
purpose of the plan was “to create a plan that will help guide the crea on of linkages for exis ng, 
proposed, and future biking/walking trails within the community. The Trails Master Plan also 
establishes connec vity throughout Naperville Park District facili es and adjacent a rac ons and 
des na ons” (Houseal Lavigne, p. 1).The plan acted as a guideline for measuring the need and 
iden fying loca ons for future trails within the parks system.  
 

About the Amendment 
 

The ini al Trails Master Plan was a landmark to address this popular and ever growing need for the use 
of and access to mul use paths and trails. The amendment process iden fies trail accomplishments 
since the ini a on of the plan, connec vity opportuni es, future trail projects, and long‐term ideas, 
among other items related to trails within the vicinity of Naperville. The original Trails Master Plan can 
be found on the Naperville Park District website.  
 

About Trails 
 

With each community survey performed over the last decade, the importance of trails ranks highest 
with Naperville residents. Trails offer many benefits to the community, including healthy living, 
recrea on, increased property values, and an improved physical environment. As referenced by the 
Na onal Park Service, “[o]ne of the most direct benefits of community trails and greenways is the close 
to home, accessible recrea on opportuni es they provide” (NPS, 2008). Addi onally, from the Na onal 
Park Service: 
 Trails make communi es be er places to live by preserving and crea ng open spaces for 

recrea on. 
 Trails and greenways provide new opportuni es for outdoor recrea on and non‐motorized 

transporta on. 
 Trails also provide a unique facility to serve a diverse popula on of a community that may 

otherwise have limited opportuni es to access natural areas due to financial or transporta on 
constraints. 

 Trails provide affordable exercise and recrea onal opportuni es within the community. 
 
Per the 2008 Trails Master Plan, “[b]y providing trails as an alterna ve mode of transporta on to area 
residents, reducing conges on on local streets, improving the air quality and other aspects of the 
environment, providing health benefits, stress relief, exercise opportuni es, and increasing access to 
community des na ons, trails enhance the overall quality of life in a neighborhood” and the 
community (Houseal Lavigne, p.2). 
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Trails Master Plan Accomplishments 
 
Knoch Knolls Park 
Year: 2014 
Trail types: Asphalt, brick, concrete 
Distance: Approximately .98 miles (Asphalt = .79; Brick = .12; Concrete = .65) 
 
With the development of Knoch Knolls Nature Center, a number of improvements were ini ated at 
Knoch Knolls Park – among them, trails. A permeable paver loop trail leads to the entrance of the 
Nature Center as well as the nature themed playground. Addi onally, an asphalt path constructed in 
the ROW southeast of Knoch Knolls Road provides an addi onal connec on to the park and internal 
trails, including a grade crossing at the entrance of Knoch Knolls Subdivision.  
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Ashbury Park 
Year: 2014 
Trail type: Concrete 
Distance: Approximately .19 miles 
 
The parking lot at Ashbury Park was expanded in 2011 with a sidewalk connec ng to the western 
tennis court. Another capital project in 2014 included the renova on of exis ng ballfields, which 
prompted the installa on of new ADA concrete pads behind backstops and making all ameni es at the 
park ADA accessible with the addi onal sidewalk connec ons. 
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Sportsman’s Park 
Year: 2015 
Trail types: Concrete, limestone 
Distance: Approximately .62 miles (Concrete = .12; Limestone = .5) 
 
The Naperville Park District, in coopera on with the City of Naperville, enrolled Sportsman’s Park in 
the Illinois Environmental Protec on Agency (IEPA) Site Remedia on Program (SRP) to ini ate IEPA 
oversight of an environmental assessment and remedia on of the Sportsman's Park facility in 2015. 
With the remedia on process, the District was able to improve the exis ng and lengthen concrete 
pathways within the trap shoo ng range. More importantly, the eastern side of the property was 
cleared of invasive plant material and a limestone loop trail was constructed that can be used by the 
en re community.  

From the 2008 Plan: Sportsman’s Park 
“The recently completed Caroline Mar n Mitchell Master Campus Plan iden fies the opportunity to 
expand the exis ng Sportsman’s Park trail system to possibly include connec ons to the Community 
Garden Plots, Green Acres Drive, and an internal loop trail system. Once completed, the Park District 
should promote public trail awareness in this area” (p. 19). 
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DuPage River Trail – Knoch Knolls Park and Rivercrest Estates 
Year: 2016 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately 1 mile 
 
With par cipa on from the City of Naperville, the Will County Department of Highways (now the Will 
County Department of Transporta on), and the Forest Preserve District of Will County and several 
years of planning, Segment 5 of the DuPage River Trail opened in 2016. The new segment of trail 
extends southwest from the exis ng Segment 4 in Knoch Knolls Park. The terminus of the trail meets at 
95th Street Bridge where safe passage allows walkers and riders to cross underneath the bridge to 
con nue north into Naperville or South into Bolingbrook.  

 
Per the 2008 plan: 95th 
Street Extension 
“The Forest Preserve 
District of Will County 
and the Will County 
Highway Department 
have an 
intergovernmental 
agreement for the 95th 
Street extension 
through the DuPage 
River Confluence 
Preserve. The 
agreement states that as 
part of the new bridge, 
the Highway 
Department will provide 
a bicycle trail along 95th 
Street, a trail connec on 
under 95th Street and a 
trail connec on from 
95th Street to the 
DuPage River Trail. The 
Park District should 
con nue to work with 
the Forest Preserve 
District and the City of 
Naperville (as outlined 
in their own 
intergovernmental 
agreement) to construct 
the DuPage River Trail 
through this 
area” (Houseal Lavigne, 
p. 20). 
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Fron er Sports Complex 
Year: 2017 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately .49 miles 
 
The Park District installed an asphalt path across the mul purpose fields in Fron er Sports Complex, 
ul mately connec ng the east and west parking lots at this park. The ADA pathway allows patrons to 
reach fields more efficiently. 
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County Lakes Park/Atwater Subdivision 
Year: 2018 
Trail type: Concrete 
Distance: Approximately 281 feet 
 
The Park District worked with Pulte, developer of Atwater subdivision, to secure two land dona ons for 
the impending residents. The southern parcel was eventually folded into County Lakes Park and the 
District requested Pulte install a concrete path connec ng an outlot to the exis ng sidewalk in Country 
Lakes Park. 
 

(image from DuPage County) 
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Fron er Sports Complex – 95th Street Community Plaza 
Year: 2020 
Trail type: Concrete 
Distance: Approximately .32 miles 
 
Working with an idea from Naperville Public Library staff, the Park District embarked on designing, 
developing, and construc ng a brand new 2.2 acre community space for all ages and abili es. Among 
numerous ameni es such as playground and splash pad, the project also includes ADA accessible 
pedestrian pathways looping around the plaza and a grade crossing across Cedar Glade Drive.  
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Wolf’s Crossing Community Park (Formerly Southwest Community Park) 
Year: 2020 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately 1.75 miles  
 
As the last remaining large‐scale parcel of land in Naperville available for park and recrea on 
ameni es, Wolf’s Crossing Community Park started construc on in 2019 and will reach substan al 
comple on in the fall of 2020. A large loop trail is included within the park, along with internal trails 
linking the many offerings contained at Wolf’s Crossing. Addi onally, Park District staff worked with 
Forest Preserve District of Will County staff and ComEd to establish trail connec ons within the ComEd 
Right of Way to reach the exis ng Tall Grass Greenway trail in FPDWC’s Vermont Cemetery Preserve. 
 

Per the 2008 Plan: Southwest Community Park   
“As recommended in the Park District’s 2007 Open Space and Recrea on Master Plan, future trails 
should be constructed within the future Southwest Community Park. In addi on to internal trails, 
connec ons with the larger regional trail system should be made from this park” (Houseal Lavigne, p. 
20). 
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Brush Hill Park 
Year: 2020 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately .2 miles 
 
A resident reached out to Park District staff in 2019 about adding a pathway through Brush Hill Park to 
allow safe passage across Ogden Avenue within marked crosswalks at the intersec on of Quincy 
Avenue to reach Fort Hill Ac vity Center. Park District staff reviewed the request and found it met 
Trails Master Plan criteria to be installed. The trail opened in August 2020. 
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Addi onal Trail Accomplishments In or Near Naperville Provided by Others 
 
Ashwood Pointe/Vermont Cemetery 
Year: 2015 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately .21 miles 
 
The Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC) constructed an asphalt path around the Ashwood 
Pointe subdivision that connects to the internal path within the subdivision. This connec on is part of 
the larger Tall Grass Greenway trail system (that connects to Wolf’s Crossing Community Park) and also 
links to the asphalt path in the Ashwood Park Subdivision. 
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Greene Valley to Whalon Lake Connector 
Year: 2018 
Trail types: Limestone, asphalt 
Distance: Approximately 1.12 miles (Limestone = 1.02; Asphalt = .10) 
 
The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County and the Forest Preserve District of Will County 
partnered (along with assistance from Elmhurst Chicago Stone) to build a 1.25 mile trail connec ng 
FPDDC’s Greene Valley Preserve to FPDWC’s Whalon Lake Forest Preserve. This connector bridges a 
gap from DRT’s Segment 4 to exis ng paths within Greene Valley and improved with a grade crossings 
for safe passage.  
 

(Image from FPDDC) 
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Atwater Subdivision 
Year: 2018 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately 3.8 miles 
 
In addi on to dona ng two separate parcels, Atwater developer Pulte installed an asphalt trail system 
(built to the Park Districts specifica ons) that is maintained by the Atwater HOA. The trail system is 
public and provides a connec on to the Illinois Prairie Path.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Image provided by Pulte) 
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Normantown Trail 
Year: 2018 
Trail type: Asphalt 
Distance: Approximately .85 miles 
 
The Forest Preserve District of Will County embarked on an ini a ve conver ng vacated Normantown 
Road into a dedicated, mul use path. In 2018, the FPDWC completed a connec on star ng just south 
of 119th Street in Naperville to Rockwell Lane in Plainfield. Patrons can use the path from this juncture 
north to Vermont Cemetery Preserve, adjacent to Wolf’s Crossing Community Park. 
 

(Image from FPDWC) 
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Future Trails by Naperville Park District 
 
Future NPD Trail Work (per budget detail) 
 
2021 
Prairie School/Park – renovate internal sidewalk 
 
Hobson West Ponds – new shelter, picnic tables, site furnishings, ADA accessible concrete pad and 
sidewalk 
 
2022 
Kendall Park – Renovate sidewalk, install bike racks (possible CDBG grant) (per budget detail) 
(Please note Kendall Park is leased from the City of Naperville.) 
 
Pioneer Greenway – Renovate trail, sidewalk, and benches 
 
2024 
DuPage River Park – Renovate boardwalk por on of bridge/trail 
 
Year TBD 
Wil‐O‐Way Park – the City of Naperville contacted the Park District about adding a Right of Way 
sidewalk to the park along Jefferson Avenue, closing an exis ng gap from Birchwood Drive west to 
Whispering Hills Drive. 
 
Fron er Sports Complex – as requested by parks staff, a small asphalt path connec on on the west side 
fields #5 and #6 will take place and link to the exis ng asphalt system in Fron er.  
 
Country Lakes Park – the City of Naperville an cipates installing a light at the intersec on of North 
Aurora Road and Weston Ridge Drive, the southeast side of Country Lakes Park. The Park District is 
considering adding a parking lot at this loca on and should consider a trail connec on from the lot to 
the exis ng asphalt trail in the park. Addi onally, the District should request or work with the City to 
install a Right of Way sidewalk along the length of the park adjacent to North Aurora Road mee ng at 
Genesee Drive. 
 
Hobson Grove – should the opportunity arise, consider adding a Right of Way sidewalk along Olesen 
Drive along the eastern side of Hobson Grove.  
 

Removals from 2008 Plan 
 
Hobson West Ponds was iden fied as a candidate for a loop trail system in the original Trails Master 
Plan. A er considera on over several years, it is determined that an ADA loop trail system will not 
work in this loca on due to the exis ng condi ons at the site. A mowed trail is a possibility to complete 
the loop, but a hard, accessible surface is una ainable. 
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Addi onal Future Trails in Naperville 
 
2021‐22 
Wagner Farms Subdivision – Pulte, developer of Wagner Farms, is installing an asphalt path network 
throughout subdivision. Pulte and NPD worked together to secure a lease with ComEd for two asphalt 
path connec ons from the subdivision to Fron er Sports Complex and one sidewalk connec on along 
Route 59 through ComEd property. The connec ons in ComEd property are in place with the 
remainder of the trail an cipated next year or 2022. 

2021 
FPDDC is planning to construct a sidewalk path from the Brighton Ridge subdivision to an exis ng path 
in Springbrook Prairie.  
 

(Image from FPDDC) 
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Year TBD/Vision for 2031 
Riverwalk Trail Extension  
The Naperville Riverwalk Commission released a dra  Riverwalk Master Plan envisioning projects and 
improvements for the area by the year 2031, the 50th Anniversary of the Riverwalk. One of the 
proposed improvements include the extension of the Riverwalk south of Hillside Road, referenced as 
the South Gateway. Part of the South Gateway will extend through William Friedrich Memorial Park to 
meet the crosswalk at Mar n Avenue and Washington Street. The Riverwalk Master Plan 2031 is s ll 
to be approved. Upon approval, the Park District will work with the Naperville Riverwalk Commission 
and the City of Naperville when the ming arises to move forward with this ini a ve.  
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Long‐term Trail Possibili es 
 
Springbrook Golf Course 
Not a specific recommenda on from the ini al Trails Master Plan, but a prime linkage opportunity for 
walkers and bicyclists. With Springbrook Prairie adjacent to the golf course, improved with an 
extensive trail system, and signalized grade crossings in place, this small connec on would allow for a 
con nuous stretch of trail on the west side of Book Road from 83rd to Leverenz Road to the south.  
Would need to work with City and FPDDC to improve a North/South grade crossing at 83rd Street. 
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Commissioners Park 
A Path of Desire (POD) exists in the southeastern por on of Commissioners Park to meet the start of an 
asphalt trail system in Champion Creek, the subdivision to the south of the park. Installing an asphalt 
connec on extending from this loca on to the exis ng loop path in Commissioners provides users a 
wider opportunity to traverse. Addi onally, the Trails Master Plan supports connec ons to other 
communi es. 
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DuPage River Trail 
 
No meframe or discussion has been held surrounding this poten al extension, the image below is 
merely an idea for discussion purposes.  

1A) ComEd trail extension 
Items for considera on: 
 Would need to enter into lease with ComEd to construct and operate trail 
 Would need to work with City of Naperville to build connec on from their ROW path on 95th 

Street 
 Would connect exis ng DRT Segment 5 path to east and Ashbury Greenway trail to west 

(eventually leading all the way to Wolf’s Crossing Community Park) 
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1B) DuPage River Trail Extension 
Items for considera on: 
 Would need to enter into another Tri‐Party‐like IGA because land here is owned by both City of 

Naperville and Forest Preserve District of Will County OR wait for these par es to make connec on 
 Would need to consider bridge underpass at Plainfield/Naperville Road to meet exis ng path in 

River Run Preserve North (flood concerns probable; look to BNSF underpass for reference) 
 Poten al need for bridge crossing(s) in northeast sec on over river and wetland areas 
2) DuPage River Trail Extension 
Items for considera on: 
 Trail would connect exis ng asphalt path in River Run Preserve North southwest to paths in 

Riverview Farmstead 
 Trail configura on is mostly in private property (Boughton Materials), but NPD proper es set up 

for future access and development 
 Likely the most difficult for acquisi on/agreement; most problema c with flooding issues 
 Would have to consider underpass at 111th Street/Hassert Boulevard for safe crossing; would have 

to gather easement across small private parcel south of River Run Preserve South and City parcel to 
connect to exis ng path in Riverview Farmstead regardless of underpass/at grade crossing 

 May be years before the property is available 
 Unless there is a possibility to arrange agreement with property owner similar to Forest 

Preserve Districts agreement with Elmhurst Stone Co. (Whalon Lake/Greene Valley 
connec on) 

 Need to assume site likely requires cleanup of some kind  
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Trail Data 

       

                       Trails by Type               Trails by Maintenance Area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Trails by Planning Area 
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Next Steps 

 

As referenced in the 2014 Trails Master Plan update, the Park District should con nue to remain 

cognizant of the 2008 Trails Master Plan while par cipa ng in reviews and updates every five to six 

years to ensure its func on is effec ve and resourceful as the community, and its dynamic, grows. A 

review/update is also necessary to account for accomplishments and iden fy new goals as trails wants 

and needs evolve as evidenced by organiza onal plans and community surveys. Implemen ng the plan 

on a frequent basis is necessary to guarantee its relevancy and accurate applica on in current and 

future trails projects.  

Trail addi ons and improvements will con nue to be tracked annually to monitor distances and 

maintenance responsibili es. Maintaining the trails database will allow staff to determine deficiencies 

in certain areas and establish a baseline of where trails are needed in the future.  

The Park District is commi ed to providing the high quality trails and paths for its residents. Staff will 

con nue to execute the recommenda ons per the plan and the best interests of the community.  

 

 


